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from Mm by torture; and it is certain that at the
period in question the death of Henry would have
been fatal to the interests of Anne. But a State
prosecution in the then condition of the law almost
invariably meant a condemnation of the accused;
and when Smeaton, Weston, Norreys, and Brereton
were arraigned in Westminster Hall on the i2th
May, their doom was practically sealed before the
trial. Smeaton simply pleaded guilty of adultery
only, and prayed for mercy : the rest of the accused
strenuously denied their guilt on the whole of
the charges; but all were condemned to the terrible
death awarded to traitors^ though on what de-
tailed evidence, if any^ does not now appear.1
Every effort was made to tempt Norreys to con-
fess, but he replied that he would rather die
a thousand deaths than confess a lie, for he verily
believed the Queen innocent.2

In the meanwhile Anne in the Tower con-
tinued her strange behaviour, at times arrogantly
claiming all her royal prerogatives, at times reduced
to hysterical self-abasement and despair. On the
I5th May she and her brother were brought to
the great hall of the Tower before a large panel
of peers tinder the presidency of the Duke of Norfolk.

1 Much appears to have "been made of a certain alleged death-bed
deposition of Lady Wingfield recently dead, who had been one of Anne's
attendants, and as it was asserted, the conniver of her amours. Exactly
what Lady Wingfield had confessed. is not now known, nor the amount
of credence to be given to her declarations. They appear, however, to
have principally incriminated Anne with Smeaton, and, on the whole,
the balance of probability is that if Anne was guilty at all, which certainly
was not proved, as she had no fair trial or defence, it was with Smeaton.
The charge that she and Norreys had " imagined Jl the death of the King
is fantastically improbable,
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